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BT JAMB BDMKLL LOWELL. 

Jlevnr, surely wm holler man 
Than AmbmM. since the world began, 

Witli diet spare and raiment thin 

He shielded himself from the father of ttm ; 

With bed of Iron tod scoui-Rlngs oft, 
Hi* heart to teal's hand «u wax made soft, 

Tnrooirh saoiest prayer and watch lags long, 


Mitch wrestling wlttitha blessed Word 
To wake It yield the sense of the Lord, 

That be might build a storm-proof creed 
To fold the flocks In at their need. 

At last he buikted a perfect faith, 

Fenced round about with "The Lord thus aaith ;'* 
To himself he fitted the doorway's size, 

Meted the light to the need of his eyes, 
And knew V-j a sura and inward sign 

That Llif work of his <iny>r» i«u disiiM. 

Then Ambrose said "all those shall die 

The eternal death who believe not as I ;" 
And some »ere boiled, some burned In fire, 

Some sawn in twain, that his heart's deal re 
For tlie good of men's souls, might be satisfied, 

By the tearing of all to the righteous side. 
One day as Amlimw was seek Ins the truth 

In his lonely walk, he saw a yentii 
Besting himself in the shade of a tree : 

It had never been given him to see 
So shining a face, and the good man tlio't, 

'Tweru pity lie should nttt believe as he ought. 

to he sat himself by the ynung man's side, 
Aud the state of his soul with questions tried ; 

But the heart nf the stranger was hardened Indeed, 
Nor gecetved the stamp of the one true creed, 

And the spirit of Ambrose waxed sore to find— 
Such face, the porch of so narrow a mind. 

"As each beholds In cloud and (Ire 
The shape that answers his own desire. 

Mo ((tea," said the youth, ''in tkt Ijiw ahull find 
The figure and features of his mind ; 

And (o each in his wiry hafA God alltnotd 
Hitteveral pillars of /ire and cloud." 

The soul of Ambrose burned with seal 
And holy wrath for the young man's weal. 

"Belie vest thou then, most wretched youth," 
Cried be, "a dividual essence in Truth V 

TfetatrryrAsBHtatWielanipeulnsrii ' 
To take the Lord In bis glory In. 1 * 

|M there bubbled beside them where they stood 

A fountain of waters sweet and good ; 
The youth to the streamlet's brink drew near. 

Saying, "Ambrose, thou maker of creeds, look here f 
Bli vases of crystal then he took, 

And set them along the edge of the brook. 

"As into these vessels the water I pour, 
There shall one hold less, another more. 

And the water unchanged In every case, 
Shall put ou the figure of the vase ; 

Oh Ihon, who troulilst unity mnkt through ttrife, 
Canut tkou fit this sign to the Water of Life I" 

When Ambrose looked up he stood alone, 
The youth and the stream and the vases were gone ; 

But he knew by a sense of humbled grace, 
He had talked with an angel face to face. 

And fell liU heart change iuwa/dly, 
As tie fell on his face beneath the tree. 


GOOD RESOLUTIONS. 


BY 8. C. MOWL 


Human nature is the same nuw as it ever 
han bet' ii The wime lawn govern our exis- 
tence, the same conditions regulating success 
ami failure, are just M applicable to us as they 
were to our progenitor*. Then/ is Mill the 
oft-repeated history of a waited life ; here and 
there, scattered thickly alt through this earth- 
ly vineyard, we find drone* 1 , sluggards in hu- 
man form, who are subsisting on the goodness 
of a plentiful Giver, vet giving nothing in re- 
turn ; not even a symptom of gratitude. And 
why this listless life, without any nob'.e aim 
or heavenly aspiration ? We are told there is 
something good in every heart, and truly do 
we believe that the wise "I Am," who formed 
man in his own likeness, a little lower than the 
angels, placed in that heart-a strong reminder 
of the fact that there is a Creator greater than 
the or estate; that there is something better 
beyond this life to satisfy the unrest of the hu- 
man heart, and fill that "aching void," and 
continued longing tor something in the future 
which nothing earthly can do. Why are we, 
then, go conaiantly found wandering from 
what we know to be the path of duty to God 
and man ? Is it not because our good reso- 
lutions are not kept and lived out in our daily 
life ? "Man resolves and resolves, then dies 
the same." It iaonly whmwe resolve by the 
aid of a higher strength, and Btsnd determin- 
edly upon that resolution, that we succeed, 
Man is not naturally good ; there are evil and 
good ever striving for the mastery and dare 
we be »o weak as to yield to the wrong, when 
a crucified Savior hst taught us the right so 
jklainly that none need err V lie is the way, 


the door, but we must enter to receive the ben- 
efits offered. The fault of the weak and err- 
ing lies in self-dependence. How often we 
hear young men — Christian young men pro- 
fessedly — Bay, I have resolved to quit the 
use of strong drink, tobacco, etc., when after 
a few' days of abstinence, they return to the 
dangerous and offensive practice, with a keen- 
er appetite and a weakened purpose. They 
have been trusting in manly strength, forget 
ling that there is a pitying Savior who is 
touched with a -feeling of onr infirmities. For 
shame, you, in the strength of manhood, con- 
quered by a stimulant, or as you say, a luxu- 
ry I The blush of shame should mantle your 
brow, when you express your inability to 
break the fetters of habit which you so un- 
wisely have wcldqfl. The Bible tells us no one 
is tempted beyond the power of resistance ; 
then why is it we yield so often and so wil- 
lingly to the evil promptings of our heart ? 
New resolves must be made daily, and in the 
fnllilm. nt of them must come self-sacrifice. 
Rome was not built in a day, nor in a year ; 
soa good character is not formed in one reso- 
lution, but they must be made continually. 
They must "grow with our grow Lh, and 
strengthen with our strength." We must not 
profs** and be indifferent about possessing ; 
we must not resolve and be careless about act- 
ing. 

If we would be wise, good, useful, and hap- 
py, we must begin each day with a strong 
resolution to conquer our besetting sin, and 
then in the calm hour of nightly meditation 
we may have the peaceful consciousness of 
having done our duty, and made one step in 
our earthly pilgrimage, which shall laud us 
safely in eternal bliss, 

Jioann, Ind. 
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BY ET EH AMI) MARS. 

llou't think we are going to write about a cir- 
cus, telling the thousand and one foolish things 
one sees and hears at .each places, which 
never add anything to one's Christian character, 
Lor taken anything from one's other character ; 
which never adds a single feature to our son) that 
is elevating or rufimng. 

I have seen daughters who can entertain com- 
pany to perfection ; they can usher too into their 
parlors, which are models, with the esse of a Par- 
isian belle and once within, their entertaining 
abilities arc simply perfect; they are not slow to 
make you at home, and every movement of the 
body ironi the poise ot the head to the folding of 
the hands, and every facial expression, even their 
lisping testify that they are well trained young 
ladies. They can sing and piny ex<piisilly, bav- 
had the time and o port unity to practice as well 
as the best in struct n-na the profession could tar- 
nish. We sum it all up in language like this: 
we could nut tin : tank with anything they <*atd 
or did, from their first clans French accent to 
their perfect at i rude ut the instrument, unless 
there was a little ton much tor our comprehen- 
sion. You ask what i» the fault in all this? I 
answer nothing. But you see the wrong has not 
been related yet; it is in the sequel. While nil tbif 
waa going on, mother was in the kitchen alone 
at work. Wrong cmies iu here, AucomplMinmiia 
are all right, an long as they do not pervert the 
natural affections of the members of the family. 

We have seen other dsugl-'eriB, hut they are 
scarce, they are like the oasia of the desert, few 
and far apart, and their lives are so nmny places 
along life's desert journey where all that is beau- 
tiful is found ; they am quietly wielding an influ 
ence on those around them, both by their useful- 
ness and the beauty of their live*, These daugh- 
ters can receive you ieto their parlors, with as 
much grace and ease as their cousins ; they can 
aak you to make yourself at home just like the 
real ladies they are; they can sit down to the or 
gun and give you real good mnsic, not qnite as 
exquisitely wrought perhaps, as. their ooneins 
would have executed it, but good all the same. 
But they can also operate the instruments of the 
kitchen, which makes them very interesting par- 
ties at meal time. They are also not afraid to use 
their voices and yon can hear them at their toil 
in the kitchen, at the wa*h tnb or at the organ. 
Ton will not only find her full of music and wit, 
but will discover that her mind is well stored with 
good common sense and just wise enough not to 
play too long, or tell all she knows. She is mis- 
trt as of the occasion She says: "there is mnsic 
in the kitchen, among the dishes," excuses herself 
like a 6 reek matron and passes out like a fairy, 
leaving you to your own reflections and to draw 
yonr own conclusions. The mother soon appears 
to entertain na. Qod bless such a daughter. 
—a ■■■ U p 

He who does not respect confidence will 
never find happiness in his path. The beiief 
in virtue vanishes from his heart, the source of 
nobler actions become extinct in him. 


TEXT . We believe that Mirough the 
Jesus Christ, we shall be saved, even as they. 

It was the year A. D. 46. Paul snr 1 

had just finished their first great 

tour, from Antioch through Cypi 

philia, Galatis. aj^ back to Ant to, 

Here, they reAfttngj) for feyeral y 

in cvanglisrio unchurch work, Xn T 

and successful labors ol the Antioch 

among the Gentiles. The Jewish 

marked a total disregard ot the Old 

manners and customs. They themse' 

kept up the old rites, deeming them 

even in the Christian faith. For 

the church at Jerusalem was almr» 

made up of Jewish converts, who o' 

Mosaic ritual also, but the Antioci 

almost wholly made up of Gentile c 

disregarded these rite* and Paul did 

sist on thorn. The Jewish Christi 

shocked at this. To the ordinary « 

cunuision was a most solemn rite, : 

by Jehovh, in the time of Abrahar 

the sign of the, covenant belwcc 

his people, ft marked the Jc 

heathen wm.' To deny itseemt 

living their God. They could no 

over, where or how Christ had ab. 

ceremonial law, and that the time 

that the Gentiles weie to be brough 

thought the entrance must be thr 

Jewish door making them proselytes u. 

ism first, and then to L'hi ist Hem 

the Gentiles must he circumcised heft" 

could be christianized. The actior 

Antioch church in receiving Gen'"' v 

to fellowship in Christ, witht 

them through the rites of .Indian 

terrible. Finally some of the Jen 

ish Christians came down to At 

condemned the looseneus of the cl 

ifefpsadors.* 

We judge from Gal. 2 : 4, 5, thp 
misrepresented their authority * 
They gave the impression t 
by appointment, for perms**"' 
bating error. They 
you obey the decisiom 
and wear a certain cut 
be saved." What sla 
made eostnm they » 
credit of being honest in 
eared so much more for 
The visible things were m. 
the inner circumcism of the 
sea taught of more conseri 
Christ taught. So now whi 
any one particular form, or 
priestly dress, not authorize* j 

arc in just I he same error as v> .<oat- 

ics;. When men or churches IBS*.* .., tMuututeBS 
of any of these, the tendency is to disputing* 
and wandering from the spirlual presence of 
Christ. Paul and Haiiiabus caw at once the 
injurious error of these misguided brethren 
U ud fcueiiaw ! he trouble thr-y would make in 
the An i<i"h chinch. Henee vigorous oppo- 
sition was at onse put fnreh. They insisted 
that the Gentik converts shciild bclefl freejto 
abide by thesnnple conditions on which thev 
had ber-n revived into the church by tlie 
nrospel. .IimIso it is Willi the Brethren. 
They waul Christ's law ami no other; for wo 
can't Serve t*v<» DMstets. A few contentious 
spirits can make much trouble; ;i od those 
corn mil tec,-, had better gone to preach the 
gotpel. or slaved nt home. The question was 
then to be settled for all nations and all time. 
If we take Jesus and his word for the man 
of our counsel wearesaved if saved at all, 
only through grace, and that not of ourselves, 
but the gift of God. 

Everest, Kan. 
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THE BEAIBQU. 
The real borne is in the country, and it is 
something more than a dwelling ; the field and 
are |»art of it, and views 
cape and distant mountains 
nltke any other place in the 
>y homes, in fixity of sur- 
ly some measure of per> 
tal life formed them is nn- 
ditioiiB of ofat family •$- 
Some Have the happy condition of 


trees all a 
from it of i 
perhaps m 
world. Th« 
rou tidings 
mauence mi 
der l be lavrx 
social ion-*. 



jivinp in the home (W their fal hers, and ats sur 
Sounded with objects of precious memory, 
daily mementoes ojhparcntal affection and In- 
struction. The In itffte which it makes is the 
liest thing of farm life. There is a necessity 
of permanence, and a* there is no sudden or 
great accumulation^ wealih,a large increase, 
the family is free froM that discontent which 
usually comes witluftiiddcn or great acq nisi- 
tion. It is one of tsircoinganRHtions of their 
condition that the femcA family is in that 
"fixity of surroundBagh" which favors thei 
highest culture, b. 

■ i W« »» — 

FKAa OF POVFRTY. 

How many setm to spend much of thi.. 

lives in the fivir of poverty ! They are constant, 

iy striving to lay up something "ngainst. the time 

ot neeii," and are full ot ansiety lent lo^es and 

misfortune should deprive them' of tbeir hoarded 

treasures. But alas, bow many seem to have no 

sort of tear ot epiritual poterty, but are willing to 

spend their lives in a slate of religious, weakneas- 

leanneas, and starvation. The Lord has made 

'provision that his people might have divine 

Wealth, and that, though poor themselves, they 

/nay make ma-iy neh with the durable riches of 

; ghteousness And so to the Christian who 

•vanes himself with seeking earthly gain, and 

hose heart is hungry, thirsty, burdened, and on- 

-eased, Christ says, "I, counsel ihee to buy of ma 

'd tried in the fire that thon may est be rich." 

ppy are they who heed the gracious invitation 

gain the wealth and blessing which the Lord 

•ecaugiye.-Er., .,, 

m» ■■■ >■ "■- — ty* 

FOURTEEN GREAT MISTAKEN • 

is a great mistake to set up onr own 

il.ini of right arid wron^. and judge pen. 

cordingly. It is a great mistake to 

the enjoyment of others by our own; 

;»r judgment in youth ; to mould all 

lis alike ; not to yield to immaterial 

look tor perfection in our own ac- 

worry ourselves and others with 

not be remedied ; not to alleviate all 

>s alleviation, a> tar as lies in our 

*tot to make allowances for the tnfirra- 

i| hers; to consider eveiything impos* 

f ich we cannot perform ; to believe on- 
our infinite minds can grasp ; l» c\- 
,io be able to understand cveiy thing. The 
gri^test mistakes is to live only fir time, 
wlk.ii any moment nutv launch us into eterni- 
ty. 

HOLDING PAPA'S BAND. 

The potter ot little n-ei on my office 
floor, ami a, glad voice exclaiming, "Pupa, I'ae 
come to 'ncort yrm home !" made known (o ma 
tli « presence ot my little bix yeare old darling, 
who often came at that hour "to take me homo/* 
as she said. Soon we were going hand in hand 
on the homeward way. 

"Nnw, paps, let's piny 1 was a poor little blind 
girl, and you must let me hold your haud tight, 
and yon lead me along aud tell me where to step, 
and how t • go." 

So the merry blue eyes were shut tight, and we 
beganr- "Sow step up, now down,'' and so on 
till we were safely arrived, and the darling was 
nestling in my arms, saying, Wasn't it nice, papa! 
I never nee pet I once !" 

"But,' said mamma, "didn't yon feel afraid 
you'd Mtf, dear?" 

With a took of trusting love came the answer: 

"Ob, no, mamma ! I hud a tight hold on papa'a 
hand, and I knew he would take me safely over 
the hard places." — £x. 
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A boy met a youthful acquaintance in the street 
and exclaimed : "Didn't I tell you, Jack Bnnby, 
that I waa again' to whip you when I caught yon 
out?" "Go away Bill, I don't want to fight." 
"Maybe you don't think I can whip you. " "It 
don't make any difference I don't want to fight. 

My mother " "Yes, your mother knows I can 

whailyou." "My mother's dead. She died this 
morning." In a moment the braggart boy was 
transformed into a gentle child. "I didn't 
know it, Jack, " he said' "ana you mnsn't think 
hard of me. I ain't got nothin' agin you. I 
wouldn't hit you, and if another boy waa tar com 
np and hit yon now I'd knoek him down. There 
don't ery. Whatyer got in that bnndleF' "A 
black dress." "Come on* and • Ist ms carry it 
for yon," 


Better the chance of a shipwreck on s voy- 
age of feigh purpose than expand lite in pad- 
dling hither and thither on a shallow atresia 
to no purpose at all. 

Generosity during life is a very different 
thing fibm generosity in the hour of death : 
the oneWoceeds from genuine liberality and 
benevolence, the other from pride or fear. 

'Tis a rule that goes ■ great way 
government of a sober man » liaU 
anything |o hazard that may be 
industry, ponsideration or eircui 
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